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- Staying afloat...

Maj. James Henderson, 422nd Test and Evaluation Squadron, practices his water survival skills at Lake Mead during pilot water
survival training which is a two-year aircrew training requirement. See the related feature story on Page 8.
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Nellis welcomes 53d TEG, new commander

S

By Senior Airman
Monica J. Munro
AWFC Public Affairs

The 53d Test and Evaluatio F
Group recently moved here fro .
Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., and with{}
it came a new commander, Col. -."."' .
seph Reynes, Jr. A change of co
mand was held June 17th to marfiss
the event and bid farewell to thel@
former commander, Col. Grego '
J. Ihde, who moved on to an assigr| S
ment with United States Air Force
in Europe. .

The 53d TEG consists of eigh{
squadrons, six detachments a
seven operating locations and flie
every combat aircraft in Air Com-
bat Command.

Col. Reynes believes the grouj
is critical to the Air Force because
it “tests the man, the weapon an
the aircraft - a total package.” Th¢
group is responsible for operationa
testing, tactics development, weap
ons evaluations and real world/reg
time weapons systems evaluatiof=
and exploitations. Col. Joseph Reynes, 53d Test and Evaluation Group, is briefed by Air-

One of it's squadrons is also lo-man Ryan Koeppel, 57th Aircraft Generation Squadron dedicated crew
cated at Nellis, the 422d Test andhief, before his flight.

Evaluation Squadron. sions.

Photo by Airman Mark Kuhta

while | commanded the 35th
Fighter Squadron at Kunsan Aif
Base, Korea. Also, Gen. Jim Jone
the new commandant of the Maring
Corps,” he says. “These soldier
and airmen all had discipline, integ

rity and courage - they lead by ext

ample and their word was thei
bond.”

“These are interesting times
challenging times - in our history,”

Col. Reynes said. “Who could have
predicted Kosovo three years agof-
But while these times are challengr
ing, they also provide us a uniqué¢

opportunity to shape the future fo
our Air Force.”

His love of flying was probably
a decidhg factor in going to the U.S.
Air Force Academy and staying in the
Air Force. Col. Reynes said, ‘I love)
being a part of the whole team tha

t
puts a bomb on target, from the mair)- 5 7 th CR S

tainer, to the weapons loader, to th

e
pilot and the whole base support team. Commander

Its a synergistic effort that provideg
air superiority for our nation.”
Before arriving at Nellis, Col.
Reynes worked for Secretary o
Defense William S. Cohen as a mili
tary assistant, and then he served

It's about taking care ofwas a fighter pilot with three com-the executive secretary of the Dg- June 25, 1999

To Col. Reynes, leadership is juspeople and motivating them to ddat tours in Vietnam flying the A-1, partment of Defense.
as important as this diverse missiothe right thing, not because theyr-100 and F-105G. “l admire sev- According to Col. Reynes, he i

- leadership is a 24-hour endeavdnave to, but because they want togral warriors | have met in my life. blessed to be married to his begt Squadron maintenance super-
Col. Reynes’ philosophy on lead+or example, Gen. Hal Comstockfriend, the former Karen Ann

of leading by example.

“Leadership is not about easyership was probably most influ-a WWII Ace; and Brig. Gen. L.D. Moore, and they have three chil
choices or politically correct deci-enced by his mentor, his father, whdohnson, my wing commanderdren: Marin, Joey and Katharine.

Tedesco takes reins of 99th SPTG

By Staff Sgt. Ed Scott
AWFC Public Affairs

Being there for the people 24-
hours-a-day, seven days-a-week,
one aspect of Col. Tedesco’s cor|

The 99th Support Group held amand.
change of command ceremony “We (99th SPTG) need to be the
Tuesday with Col. Richard J.bestwe can be,” he said. “We nee
Tedesco accepting command. Coto make sure we become a teal
Steven Arrington, the former com-with everyone around us as well |
mander, accepted an assignment &sking care of ourselves.”
the vice commander at Goodfellow The 99th SPTG is responsible
Air Force Base, Texas. for base security, communications

Col. Tedesco comes to Nelliscivil engineering, personnel anc
from the 470th Air Base Squadronsupport services support for Nellis
Geilenkirchen Air Base, Germanythat includes more than 2,500 build
where he was the deputy comings, 1,200 housing units and 58
mander. miles of roads.

The 23-year veteran said support Col. Tedesco entered the Ail
groups are the backbone of all opForce in 1972 as an enlisted menjs
erations across the Air Force. ber and obtained his bachelor’s de

“We can'’t fly without people — gree and commission through thg
we take the family worries away andAirman’s Scholarship and Commis
give them the tools they need to fly,'sioning Program. His commis-
Col. Tedesco said. “People accomnsioned service date began in 197
plish the mission. My job is to makethrough the Air Force Reserve Of:

the troops’ jobs easier — to keep

them focused on the mission.” Col. Richard J. Tedesco

See 99th SPTG on Page 14
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Maj. Dale E. Rosenberg, 57th
Component Repair Squadron
commander, and Master Sgt.
Jerry L. Pittmon, 57th CRS first
sergeant, look over paper-
work.

Meet the nhew

Name: Dale E.
Rosenberg

Organization: 57th Compo-
nent Repair Squadron

bdPate assumed command:

Maj.

Previous job/assignment:
57th Equipment Maintenanc

1%

visor

Time in service: 15 years, 3
months

Commissioning source:
four-year ROTC

Family: Wife, Linda
Hobbies: Flying, biking,
amateur radio

Why is your unit important
to the Air Force Mission?
We provide vital componen
repair to all aircraft assigned
at Nellis Air Force Base.
From engines to fuel cells
pneudraulics, egress and ayi
onics we have direct impag
on the ability of Nellis aircraft
to meet the mission.

Your command philosophy:
Mission accomplishment. In]
order for that to happen yo
must have the right people i
the right position and they
must be properly taken car
of. Lead by example

What are your goals for new
position? To improve main-
tenance productivity and aft
the same time increase qugl-
ity of life.
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Senior Airman Joseph P. Callahan received his Airman’s Medal in a sur-
prise ceremony Friday morning before leaving work.

Jumper

Continued from Page 1

deal with the situations we enawho were trained at Nellis—the

counter. patch-wearers, the weapon

school graduates, who are re
Q. What are our lessonsspected, not only for their airman/
learned from Kosovo, and why isship but also for their abilities to

the Air Warfare Center importantplanand executair power across
to the campaign?

A. There are certainly somebombers to intel and space.

obvious lessons. We got a great It is the people who have bee

performance from our bombersthrough Nellis who are called

the B-2s, B-52s and B-1s, and thend relied upon by the leader
usual great performances out ofhip and respected by other na

our F-15, F-15E and F-16 commutions.
nities. Our A-10s made a big dif-
ference in the ground situation inthe people who wear the patc
Kosovo.

different kinds of weapons thatand it comes to life for senior guy
played such an important part, buike me in times of conflict when
there is nothing that makes a difour performance is so much mor

ference in U.S. air power like thespectacular than the performanc
people who fly the airplanes,of our closest, nearest competitors.

maintain the airplanes, load the said it before, and | will say it

ammunition and do those thingsagain—our equipment is great, b

that get great airmen and great aiif we had their equipment and the

planes into the air. had ours, we still would have wo
It is leadership by the peoplebecause of the people.

the spectrum, from fighters and

There is no way to explain to

how important the power of the
| could go on and on about theraining becomes over the yeard,

Aldridge manned the radio andand buddy care procedures to the
kept a spotlight on Senior Airmanman’s multiple injuries which in-
Callahan, who had to remove higluded a compound fracture to the
A 99th Security Forces airmanequipment to search in the wateright forearm, multiple lacera-
received an Airman’s Medal Fri- “Since the Bronco was stuck, Itions, a broken foot and suspected
day for entering a flood controlran about 300 yards down one sideoncussion.
canal to rescue an individual durof the canal looking for the indi- Senior Airman Callahan said
ing a storm Aug. 14. vidual,” Senior Airman Callahan this information was relayed to
Senior Airman Joseph P.said. “l spotted him skipping Staff Sgt. Aldridge who radioed
Callahan was on installation lawalong the other side of the canathe information to the emergency
enforcement patrol when he re— but he wasn'’t a child — hecrews.
sponded to a report of a juvenileveighed about 250 pounds.” “I yelled information to Ser-
caught in a flood control canal Since the truck was stuck, Segeant Aldridge,” he said. “If he
near the perimeter fence. nior Airman Callahan ran back uphadn’t been there, | don’t know
Tying himself to a vehicle tow- the canal to the bridge and retracekdow long | would have been down
rope, Senior Airman Callahan enthe 300 yards on the side of théhere with the man. After fight-
tered the rain-swollen canal tocanal he had spotted the man oing the water, running back and
search for the individual. Locating him, Senior Airman forth, | didn’t have the strength to
“At this point, all | could think Callahan entered the water withpull this guy out of the canal —
about was there was a little childout the aide of a safety rope, apall I could think was ‘I hope this
in there, and | needed to get hinproximately 300 yards south of thewvater doesn’t get any higher.”
out,” he said. “A lot of debris had Tyndall Gate. Senior Airman Callahan saw
washed into the storm grates and “It was a big adrenaline rush,”the man in the emergency room
it took a while to search throughhe said. “After all this, there waswhile being treated for lacerations
it all.” no way this guy was going to gethe received from debris while
Not being able to locate the in-away from me. searching the canal.
dividual, he searched farther down “Initially, | wanted to get him  “l asked himif he had a girlfriend
the canal. up and out of the canal, but wherand what he did,” he said. “I just
Staff Sgt. Neal Aldridge, an- | grabbed him it was all | could wanted to know he was alive — he
other patrolman, also responded tdo to get him out of the water.” was pretty beat up.
the call. Having gotten his truck Pulling the man to the canal's “He told me had a girlfriend, but
stuck in the mud, Staff Sgt.edge, the patrolman began self-aitinever did find out what he did.”

By Staff Sgt. Ed Scott
AWFC Public Affairs

Meet the new
99th MSS
commander

Name: Lt. Col. Albert Hill, Jr.
Organization: 99th Mission
Support Squadron

Date assumed command:
June 29, 1999

Previous job/assignment:
Director Mission Support, Air
Force Personnel Center
Time in service: 22 years
Commissioning source:
ROTC, Southwest Texas Stateld
University

Family: Wife, Marcia and son,
Alex

Hobbies: Working out and
spending time with the family.
Why is your unit important
to the Air Force mission? It
is the linch pin that holds the Lt Col. Albert Hill, Jr., 99th Mission Support Squadron looks over pa-
mission together. perwork with Belinda Joseph, his secretary.

What is your command phi-

losophy? Support + Service new position? First, to take care sure members of the 99th MS
= Satisfaction. of assigned people and their famhave the tools they need to su
What are your goals for your ily members, and second, to makeeed.
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